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Rare green Floyd stamp tied by the final handstamp on Nov. 2-4, 1862 cover.
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THE MYSTERIOUS
WORLD OF LOCALS

R ichard Schwartz, in the aftermath of
the recent discussion of locals printed
on both sides (Vol. 6 No. 3) submits another
Boyd 20L13 to confirm John D. Bowman’s
article. The stamp is shown here with two
partial designs on reverse and also frontally
folded over, revealing one full design on the
other side. Perhaps this should indeed by
listed in the Scott Specialized, even though
the possibility exists it is printer’s waste.

Dick also has included a second local print-
ed on both sides, an imperforate Douglas
City Despatch 59L2. The color on the re-
verse design (which is shifted slightly lower
than the front side) is a bit paler but both
shades match blues found on original per-
forated examples. The paper, however, is a
bit stiffer and slightly thicker than most per-
forate copies, so perhaps this is indeed print-
er’s waste. It is far rarer as an imperforate
than the commonplace imperforate 59L.3s
and 59L6s. I have only noted a few other
-59L2 imperforates, and only one S9L1 im-
perforate, which I saw in the British Library
Tapling Collection. I did not, however, ex-
amine the backs of the Tapling copies for
double printing. The imperforate blue is list-
ed in Scott, (59L2a), the imperforate pink is
not. Scott also lists the printed on both sides
variety (59L2b) without price. Thanks to
Dick Schwartz, we now have confirmation
that this variety is not a figment of some an-
cient local guru’s imagination. -G.S.

n intriguing, and perhaps unrecorded,

A East River postmark has also been sent

in by Richard Schwartz with these words:

““As prepaid postal stationery the East River

marking probably was experimental and

short lived. The fact the marking appears on
paper of different color suggests it.”

Two examples are shown. The cut round
copy is a blue handstamp on blue grey laid
paper. There is a black overlay of another
unidentified oval handstamp.

20L13 - front and back

5912 - front and back

Green Boutons in the Tapling
collection, from British Library.
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Black East River P.O. handstamp on buff pre-printed postal stationery.

Blue East River
handstamp with
black unknown
“DESPATCH PO”
oval overlying it.

The East River handstamp on cover was
described by Elliott Perry as “black pmk on
buff envelope. Steeie”. Steele, according to
Schwartz, was a “serious collector for whom
Perry had high regard”. The cover sold as

‘lot 224 in Bob Kaufmann’s 11/14/72 auc-
tion for $80. The lot description refers to an-
other cover, used, of which I have no record.
Perhaps it lies in the treasure chest of one
of our Society members who can shed more
light on this East River mystery.

Iso shown is the Tapling green Bou-
A tons courtesy of the British Library.
It took two mailings and five months for this
photo to arrive. This really makes one wax
nostalgic for the glorious days of speedy
trans-Atlantic clipper ships.
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et another copy of the Concord, N.H. bi-
chcle stamp has surfaced. Bruce H.
Mosher, a back-of-the-book specialist, pur-
chased it at STAMPSHOW in Orlando, Flor-
ida. It makes the 10th copy recorded so far.

Bruce says it is vertically perforated 11.4
along its left side and top. There is no evi-
dence of a watermark. The stamp is can-
celled by “a large, roughly triangular pattern
of orange-brown brushed ink or possibly
crayon residue”, Bruce reports. The stamp
has two small tears in the top and is cut
roughly at right and below.

In my opinion, this crayon style marking
may be further evidence of a package deliv-
ery use of the stamp. Such broad strokes
would not have been necessary for usage on
a small envelope. F.H. Crapo began busi-
ness linked to his merchant dad’s millinery
and ladies’ apparel store and may have made
bicycle deliveries for that family concern.

THE PENNY POST / Vol. 7 No. 1/ January 1997 3



