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CHILDREN'S CARRIAGES, BICYCLES AND TRICYCLES.

No. 147 ONTARIO STREET.

DAVIS, HUNT & CO.,
HARDWARE,

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS,

House Furnishing Goods & Children's Carriages,
147 ONTARIO STREET,

CLEVELAND, O:E:::r::o.
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Cleveland, Ohio
April 23, 1887

Bicycle Nostalgia

Three Wheel Tricycle
Large Side Wheels

t
Cleveland, Ohio, Oct 13, 1887

1886 Coventry Rotary Quadracycle for two
Two large side wheels, smaller front and back wheels and a Rudgs Humber Tandem.

Washington, D.C., Sept 12,1889
A steerable front wheel that had significant caster, equally sized wheels,
and a rear wheel chain drive. Invented in 1885 by John Kermp Starley.



The 1935 Re-RuD

Perhaps as early as 1930, based on a
letter from the Donze family, but
definitely in 1934 Arthur C. Banta
started to visualize and plan are-run
of his 1894 mail service

January 11, 1935 Banta was given a
complimentary certificate
authorizing the amateur relays by
the California Bicycle Promotion
Associate.

February 1st, 1935 the Second
Assistant Postmaster General sent
Banta a letter authorizing him to use
his own design but providing the full
postage was paid and his design did
not indicate the U.S. Mail. On arrival
at the termination of each route the
letters were to be deposited in the
post office for cancellation of the
postage stamps and entering the US
Mail.

Banta had evidently already printed
his stamps from the original die thus
another operation was required to
obliterate the word MAIL, this was
done by overprinting, a second press
printing.

Riders were recruited for the race

Philatelic

1894 . 1935
CALIFOHNIA

BICYCLE PROMUTlON AS:;UCIATION

Entry Blank
FRESNO· SAN FR.-\!'iCISCO BIn'eLE RELAY RACE
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To be held W~dnesday, May. 1, 1035, over·the course of the original
Fresno.San ~ra.ncslco BIcycle Mall Route during the strike of the American
Railway UllIon agains~ the Pullman Car Company, July, 1894. The mce to
start from San FranCISco and Fresno simultaneously at 8 a. m. The route
..,:,11 be VIa San Jose, Gilroy, Pacheco Pass, Firebaugh and Whites Bridge'
eIght relavs. '
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ENTRIES CLOSE APRIL 1~, 193~

WIT;[ HARRY SPENCE, SECRETARY C. B. P. A.
2027 LINCOLN WAY, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.
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Covers were advertised and sold
at 30¢ each, 60¢ for both directions
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May 1st, 1935 the run was on; covers
were cancelled at the Post Offices at
each end; Fresno at 6pm and San
Francisco at 9 pm on that day.

"ily

Image



The 1935 Re-Run Background

In 1934 Arthur C. Banta arranged a re-run of the 1894 Bicycle Mail for May 1st, 1935, in the manner
of the original and offered covers in both directions at 30¢ each, 60¢ for a pair. The Post Office
Department required the work MAIL to be deleted from the stamp and the word was blanked out
before the run but after the stamps were printed. Banta may not have offered the unused 1934 stamps
as today they are not common. Banta borrowed the original defaced die from the Helen G. Bowyer
daughter of Eugene Donze to make reprints for the race and subsequently returned a die, it mayor
may not have been a reproduction die!

1935 Re-Print

The 1934 reprints are not a clear as the 1894 printing, it has been thought that Banta reproduced
the original die and the poor printing is attributed, it now appears this may not be the case.

ARTHUR c. BANTA
1869 - JULY 13 • 1944

DIAMOND JUBILEE

1894 • JULY 6·18 - 1944

GOLDEN JUBILEE

For July 13t
\ 1944 Banta prepared a Golden Jubilee (1894 - 1944) cachet for his 1894 Bicycle Run

but also as his Diamond Jubilee (1869 - 1944), using an image of the Authentic Defaced Bicycle
Stamp. This image is as sharp as the 1894 prints thus the poor image on the 1934 re-run stamps is
possibly from the quality of the printing and not necessarily because of a reproduced die!



The 1935 Re-Run Reprint Stamps

Image Enlarged

From the Original Defaced Die but without the word Mail obscured

Enlarged Image

The world MAIL is obscured by postal requirements.

Printed from the Original 1894 Die but with the word Mail obscured.
The diagonal orientations suggests that it was printed in sheets of 6 per the original 1894 die,

but on the 1934 printing no multiples are known to the author.

The marking obscuring the work MAIL is evidently press printed,
on all examples known to the author the position is similar but not exactly the same.



The 1935 Re-Run Normal Covers
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A. Homan

Fresno,
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Images of cover Backs

Fresno to San Francisco Run
Covers: Fresno May 1st Bicycle cancel on Bicycle stamp in red, mailed on arrival in San Francisco 9 pm,
back handstamp May 1st Bicycle is in black

San Francisco to Fresno Run
Covers: San Francisco May 1st Bicycle cancel on Bicycle stamp in black, mailed on arrival in Fresno 6
pm, back handstamp May 1st Bicycle is in red

The Arthur C. Banta signature on all covers are individual signed and not printed.



The 1935 Re-Run

LOS BANOS

DOS PALOS

DOS PALOS

Not Fully Marked

J\RTHUR c. BANTA,
1735 KIRKHAM STREET,

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIJ' e.

KERMAN

fRESNO,
FOWLe~'~

SELM;'''

ARTHUR C. BANTA,

1735 KIRKHAM STREET,

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF e.

KERMAN

fRESNO ,
FOWLER '~

SELM;'O

Addressed to Arthur C. Banta,
1735 Kirkham St, San Francisco, California

The front markings and others in all respects are normal except,
the back receiving mark, May 1, 35 as to Fresno or San Francisco are not present.

The Arthur C. Banta signature on all covers are individual signed and not printed.



The End For Now !

Arthur C. Banta's Bicycle Mail service was not unique to the American Railroad Union, ie. the
Pullman, strike. Wells, Fargo & Co. operated the steamers between San Diego and San Francisco
during the strike period, when mail service was suspended their express became a popular
alternative.

A Provisional Wells, Fargo Frank used during the ARU strike

Los Angeles, Cal., Wells, Fargo & Co's Ex. S.A. Butler, agent, Octagon in Purple
Date blanked out.

"FRANK" handstamp in place of normal W.F. printed one, in Purple

Los Angeles, Cal. Wells Fargo and Co's Ex., July 7,1984, CDS in Purple

San Francisco, Wells Fargo and Co's, July 11 9 am, Oval in Red

A Cover Attached to a Package thus no address.

July 3rd Mark Thompson, Acting Agent, Santa Barbara informed W.F. of purchasing
U.S. stamped envelopes, hand stamping and selling them at the regular W.F. price.

Much is still to be learned on the Bicycle Post and Wells Fargo mail
service during the mail suspension.


