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I Postcards

1130. ~ La Bicyclette volante da ﬂoméc de Pﬁlazu‘r, & Ouistrehaﬁ:x {Calvedos)

Sur la bicyglette sont fixés 4 tubes qui soutiennent le corpa de 'appareil. Le corps de
Pappareil est constitue par un long fisean en bambou de 5= de long. A Pavant U'hélice de
1Mo dediamétre A ce corps viennent s fixer 3 ailes qui constituent’la surface de susten-

tation. Ces wiles ont 3™50 de surbace tolxde eq sont faites en bambou & toile Conunental.
Elles sont reliées an corps de Loppareil par des cdbles d'acier de fagon & constitner un
ensemble rigide A Parrigre be plan stslilisatenr
mareae de la bicyclette est tourn) par I'héiice qui est actionnée par les pedales, lesgualles

Llefiort de trociion: pour sssurer la

font marcher une jante poulie fixee 3 la roue arriére de la bicyclette. Poids tota) de Uap-

pareil 33 kg
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The flying bicycle!

I was about to settle in
to pen a nice article for
the summer about cy-
cling and the Tour de
France when I came
across two postcards
that showed a rather
original idea: the flying
bicycle. It's a most
unusual theme... Why
don’t T tell you about
it?

Contrary to what you might think,
the bicycle is not very old. It dates
from the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury, from 1817 precisely, and its in-
ventor was German baron Karl von
Drais. From its inception, the bicycle
or velocipede would be continually
enhanced, allowing it to go faster and
further.

And that's where the idea of the flying
bicycle came from, as if straight out
of a drawing by Leonardo da Vinci!
Here we are in Quistreham, a town in
Normandy, France.

The Count of Puiseux, who lives there,

had the idea of creating a flying bicy-
cle in 1909. According to the caption
on his postcard, 4 tubes are affixed
to the bicycle, supporting the body
of the craft, which is composed of a
long bamboo spindle 5m long. At the
front, the propeller has a diameter of
Tm10.

Two wings are attached to the body,
forming the lifting surface. The wings
have a total surface area of 3.5m and
are made of bamboo and continen-
tal canvas. The entire craft weighs
no less than 33kg. Add to that the
weight of the pilot, and you can see

Postcard of the Count of Puiseux's flying bicycle.
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it will take a certain amount of
force to move it!
Simultaneously, a certain Mr.
Ladougne also created a flying
bicycle which, according to the
legend on the postcard, has a
canvas front wheel serving as
a rudder. A 4-metre fixed plane,
placed above therider, connects
to the frame via steel tubes.
And they are not alone!

German Hans Richter was able
to create a flying bicycle ca-
pable of gliding short distances
and many others tried their
hand at this technique.

| was not able to find any pic-
tures of the bicycle in flight. We
are doubtless still a long way
from replicating the prowess of
Steven Spielberg’s famed alien
E.T. on the big screen. However,
these postcards are a source
of inspiration when it comes to
mankind’s ability to create new
technologies. It may well be
that our great-great-grandchild-
ren will be going to school (if
such a thing still exists!) on a
flying bike!

1640. — La Bieyelette volante-de Lindougne,

!lic)‘ﬂ:“l' dont s roue avant est entoilée ot sert de goavernail de divection, Un plandise de by, plask an dessis o
pilale se racearde au cadee de Ia bicyelelle par des Lubes dacler. . A

S —

Postcard of a French flying bicycle
prototype.

Postcard of a flying bicycle prototype.
Postcard of Ladougne’s flying bicycle.
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